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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	            Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	Apologies: 		2	                                               
		M. Hodges
		C. Edmond                                                                 District Cllrs:		2
		S. Baker
		
			    	Public:			3

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by Councillor Edmond for the purpose of Minutes.

26/01	Election of Chair
To elect a Chair for the year 2026-27 and to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Resolved: Councillor Bryson was elected Chair for 2026/27
Proposed: Councillor Hodges
Seconded: Councillor Hobden
All agreed. 
Councillor Bryson signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

25/02	Election of Vice Chair
To elect a Vice Chair for the year 2026-27.
Resolved: Councillor Hobden was elected Vice Chair 2026/27
Proposed: Councillor Baker
Seconded: Councillor Bryson
All agreed.

26/03	Apologies received from Councillors Swann and Sjollema

26/04		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
· Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association
· Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways and Essex Waterways Navigation Trust. 



26/05	General Power of Competence
a. To resolve to use the General Power of Competence in the forthcoming year. 
It was noted that the Council meets the eligibility criteria. 
Resolved: To use the General Power of Competence for 2026/27. 

26/06		The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 21st April 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

26/07	County Councillor Report – There was no report from the County Councillor. 
District Councillor Report – A written report was previously circulated, and a verbal report was received from Councillor Spenceley.
	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Register of Interests – Clerk reminded all members to ensure that their register of interests is up to date. 
· May Half Term – Clerk advised members of reduced working hours due to the May half term.
· Audits – Clerk reminded members that the Internal Audit was taking place on Thursday 21st May Both Internal Audit and External Audits would be considered at the next meeting.  
· Slide in St George’s Park – Clerk provided the following update from Maldon District Council “The multi-play unit was decommissioned due to a number of defects and the fact that it was reaching end of life. A replacement unit has been ordered, usually 10 week delivery. The new unit will be in place as soon as possible and hoping that will be prior to the summer holiday. A refurbishment of the whole play site is being planned but that is likely to be 2027/28”
· Precept – Members were informed that the Precept had been received.
26/08	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for April/May 2026 were approved
ii. Receipts for April/May 2026 were approved
iii. The continued use of direct debit for the payment of the following:
Staff pension, Unmetered power supply, Green Recycling and ICO were approved. 
b. To reaffirm bank account signatories and review if there is a need for any amendments. 
Resolved: To continue with the current banking arrangements. 
c. To appoint one member as Bank Verifier.
Resolved: Councillor Hodges was appointed. 

26/09	Public Forum 

One member of public asked whether the Council would consider a locked box for keys in order for the Speed Watch Group to access the equipment easier – Council to consider at next meeting. 

26/10	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.
There were no planning applications.
 

26/11	Schedule of Meetings 2026/2027
a. To agree on the dates of Full Parish Council meetings up to and including the next annual meeting of the Parish Council.
Resolved: The previously circulated schedule was approved. 

26/12	Appointments of Committees, Working Groups and Representatives
a. To consider the continuation of the Daisy Meadow Car Park Working Group and appointing members.
Resolved: For the Daisy Meadow Car Park Working Group to continue and re-appoint Councillors Bryson, Hobden, Hodges, Baker, Edmond and the Clerk. 
b. To confirm the continuation of Delegated Authority within Daisy Meadow Car Park to the Clerk. 
Resolved: Clerk to retain delegated authority for Daisy Meadow Car Park. 
c. To consider the continuation of the Community Speed Watch Group and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: For the Community Speed Watch Group to continue with B. Riches as co-ordinator. Representative for events will be ad hoc.  
d. To appoint members to serve on the Personnel Committee (3 minimum) and to approve the Personnel Committee Terms of Reference.
Resolved: To appoint Councillors Hobden, Bryson, Baker, Hodges and the Clerk.                                      The Terms of reference were approved. 
e. Any other committee or Working Group as considered appropriate.
Resolved: To set up an Events Working Group consisting of Councillors Bryson, Baker, Hobden, Hodges, Edmond and the Clerk. 
Resolved: To disband the Planting Working Group.
f. To appointment one representative each to the following bodies:
i. Maldon and Heybridge Heritage Harbour Association – Councillor Edmond
ii. Chelmer Canal Trust – 
Resolved: To not appoint a representative. 
iii. 20’s Plenty for Essex – Councillors Bryson and Hobden
iv. Maldon Transport Group – Councillor Hodges
v. Any other representative as considered appropriate.
There were no suggestions. 

26/13	Insurance
a. To consider the quotations received for the renewal of the Council’s Insurance Policy and agree any action to be taken.
One quotation was received from the Council’s current Insurance Provider. It was noted that the price increase was due to the updated Asset Register which includes the Access Road.
Resolved: To accept the 3 year Long Term Agreement with Zurich for £725.83 per annum (Including IPT) and to split 1/3 from HBPC Account and 2/3 from DMCP Account. 

26/14	Policies and Procedures
a. To review the amended policies and agree any action to be taken. 
· Biodiversity Policy
· Co-option Policy
· Data Protection Policy
· Data Retention Policy
· Equality and Diversity Policy
· Financial Regulations
· Freedom of Information Policy
· Homeworking Policy
· Investment Policy
· Memorial Plaque Policy 
· Memorial Plaque Application Form
· Press and Media Policy
· Reserves Policy 
· Standing Orders

Resolved:
To discuss the Memorial Plaque Policy at the next meeting. 
To approve the Investment Policy with the additional agreed amendments. 
All other policies confirmed as reviewed and approved with Clerk’s previously circulated amendments. 

b. To review the policies reviewed by the Clerk with no recommended changes and agree any action to be taken:
· Code of Conduct
· Complaints Policy
· Donation Policy & Application Form
· Health and Safety Policy
· Publication Scheme

Resolved: All policies confirmed as reviewed and approved. 

c. To review and consider adopting:
· Electronic Communications Policy
· Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy
· Granting of the Honorary Freedom of the Parish Policy
· Scheme of Delegation

Resolved: 
To approve and adopt the Granting of the Honorary Freedom of the Parish Policy with no amendments. 
To approve and adopt the Electronic Communications, Scheme of Delegation and Artificial Intelligence Policy with the agreed amendments. 

26/15	Website
a. To consider the website maintenance and support packages and agree any action to be taken. 
Resolved: To add on Maintenance Plan 1 at a cost of £350.00 plus VAT per annum. No support package was required at this time. 

26/16	Daisy Meadow Car Park 
a. To consider the next phase of works to extend the power supply within the car park and agree any action to be taken.
Resolved: Clerk to liaise with Smart Parking regarding the second phase of the electrical works within the car park, and to move the payment machine near the residents parking near the new kiosk. 

26/17	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.

The two District Councillors left at 7:49pm
Two members of public left at 8:01pm

26/18	Events
a. To consider events to be held for the year 2026/27 and agree any action to be taken.
Resolved:
To host the Act of Remembrance on Saturday 7th November 2026 and for the Clerk to liaise with the Heybridge Primary School Choir. 
To host the Christmas Tree light switch on event on Friday 4th December 2026. 
Clerk to make the necessary arrangements for the above events. 

26/19	Newsletter
a. Items agreed for inclusion on the next Newsletter:
· Schedule of meetings – Clerk
· Chair/Vice Chair for 2026/27 – Clerk
· Council/Community Event Dates – Clerk
· Speed Watch – Councillor Hobden
· Honorary Freeman Award – Councillor Hobden
· No Mow May – Councillor Hobden
· Bird Boxes – Clerk
· PCN’s Basin Road – Councillor Hodges

26/20		Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

All members of the public left.

26/21	Daisy Meadow Car Park
b. To review the amended draft of the car park management agreement provided by Smart Parking and agree any required amendments.
Resolved: To amend the contract as discussed and for the Clerk to send to Smart Parking. 
Clerk to organise a meeting with Smart Parking. 
c. To review car park tariffs and concession pricing and agree any action to be taken.
Resolved: To continue with the current tariff and concession pricing.  

26/22	Bus Shelter License
a. To consider the bus shelter license agreement following review by the solicitors and agree any action to be taken. 
This item was deferred due to a delay in receiving the reviewed information from the solicitor. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:59pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7pm



Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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